
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH
MagazineNewton Poppleford, 

Harpford, &  
Colaton Raleigh 

April & May 
2026 



 
 Apr / May 2026                                2                           Parish Magazine NP, H, & CR 

Welcome 
We are pleased to welcome all new residents to the villages.  We wish you 
every happiness in your new homes. Or, if you've lived here some time, but 
this is the first magazine you've come across – equally welcome.  

The magazine is delivered, free of charge, every other month. We hope the 
magazine will be of interest and the listing of events and contacts useful to 
you.  The end pages contain adverts from local traders: we have not tested 
their services, so cannot vouch for their quality, but they are an important 
part of our local community, so please look to them first. 

The magazine is published by St Luke's Church, Newton Poppleford, but it 
aims to be of service in carrying news and articles of the wide variety of 
local life and in providing a calendar and notice of forthcoming events.  We 
welcome contributions from all, providing they are legal, decent & honest 
and don't conflict with our charitable status.  Opinions expressed are those 
of the contributors, in their own words as far as possible to reflect the rich 
variety of local people and societies, and are not necessarily endorsed by 
the church. 

Copy may be placed in the letterbox on the Church gatepost in the week 
before the closing date, or to the editorial group: 
parishmag00@gmail.com 

 

Page Numbers of Regular Village Articles 

From the Vicarage: 6-7  East Devon District Councillor: 14-17 

Community Larder: 18  Tennis Club: 20-21 

C-Raleigh News: 22-23 RSPB: 24-25 

Wednesday Wanderers: 30 OVA: 32-33 

NP Garden Club: 35  History Group: 36-37 

NP Probus Club: 40-42  Devon Wildlife Trust: 44-45 

mailto:parishmag00@gmail.com
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Fridays monthly 3.30 – 4.45 pm 
Details from Rosemary 

rmpavitt@gmail.com 
07542 194300 

Come and join us! 

mailto:rmpavitt@gmail.com
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Could you help with the cost of printing the magazine please? 

Your FREE copy of the Newton Poppleford, Harpford, and Colaton Raleigh 
Parish magazine is provided to you by the PCC, St Luke’s church, six times 
a year. 

It is partly funded by our generous advertisers, but we would welcome 
contributions from our regular readers by way of donation. 

If you would kindly wish to make a donation to the cost of providing the 
magazine, please use the QR code below (with gift aid, if possible) or 
donate through the wall safe at the back of St Luke’s church (cash or 
cheque (cheque payable to ‘St Lukes PCC’)), or using the Debit Card 
reader, when the church is open, which is 
normally every day.  

We would suggest £10 could be a very 
generous contribution for the year. 

QR code: point your phone camera at the 
square and follow the link to the donation 
page 
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What is Maundy Thursday? 

Maundy Thursday is the 5th day of Holy Week. In 2026, this will be Thursday 2nd 

April. On this day, the Church looks back to Jesus’ command to His disciples 

that they should: "Love one another as I have loved you." On the evening of 

Maundy Thursday, Jesus shared the Last Supper with His disciples before going 

on to the Garden of Gethsemane and being arrested. It was the last evening 

He had with them before His crucifixion. 

One of the final acts that Jesus did before His death was to wash the feet of His 

own disciples (see John 13). Jesus did this for a purpose: “A new command I 

give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 

another.” His disciples were to love through service, not domination, of one 

another.  

In Latin, the opening phrase of this sentence is ‘mandatum novum do vobis’. 

The word ‘mundy’ is thus a corruption of the Latin ‘mandatum’, meaning 

‘command.’  

But Thursday was also important because it was on that night that Jesus first 

introduced the Lord’s Supper, or what we 

nowadays call Holy Communion.    

Jesus and His close friends had met in a 

secret upper room to share the Jewish 

Passover meal together - for the last 

time. And there Jesus transformed the 

Passover into the Lord’s Supper, saying, 

‘this is my body’ and ‘this is my blood’ as 

He, the Lamb of God, prepared to die for 

the sins of the whole world. John’s gospel 

makes it clear that the Last Supper took 

place the evening BEFORE the regular 

Passover meal, and that later Jesus died 

at the same time as the Passover lambs 

were killed.   
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From the Vicarage 
Many, many years ago there was a temple in Jerusalem. It was a holy 
place that represented the presence of Yahweh, the Lord God, living in 
the midst of his people. Although people knew that God could not be 
contained in a building, nevertheless the inner sanctuary was the place 
where God’s presence was most powerful. It was the place in which he put 
his Name. 
 
In the year 586BC disaster struck. The Babylonian army invaded and 
destroyed the temple. As it says in Psalm 74, ‘They behaved like men 
wielding axes to cut through a thicket of trees.’ And having smashed up 
the temple, they set it on fire. For the Israelite people it was not just the 
destruction of a beloved building, it raised the horrible thought that the 
Lord God had finally lost patience and abandoned them to their fate. 
 
Many of the Israelite people were taken into exile in Babylon. As ‘Boney M’ 
sang in the 1970s, ‘By the rivers of Babylon… we wept.’ [Psalm 137] 
 
There was, however, an Israelite prophet in exile called Ezekiel. God gave 
him a vision of a new temple. At the 
end of the vision is a picture that I 
find particularly attractive. He 
describes water coming out from the 
temple and flowing eastward. It 
starts very small, but as the vision 
takes us further downstream it 
becomes a shallow stream, then a 
river to wade across, eventually a 
river in which someone could swim. 
 
And then the prophet sees trees on 
the banks. Because of the stream 
from the temple, the trees bear fruit 
and have green leaves all year round. 
And it says, ‘the leaves are for 
healing.’ 
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People imagined that the vision would be brought about by constructing a 
new building with wood and stone. Eventually, those who returned to 
Jerusalem did build a new temple, but the life-giving stream never 
emerged. Instead, God did something unexpected. He gave the world a 
living, breathing temple—Jesus Christ. 
 
Like the first temple, Jesus was destroyed. He was killed on the cross, but 
God raised him to new life. Jesus’ resurrection is the resurrection of just 
one man. But like the ‘river of life’ that started with a trickle, that one 
resurrection flows through history and the world. 
 
Ezekiel’s vision is picked up again in the very last chapter of the Bible. In 
Revelation it says that the leaves of the tree that grows by the river are ‘for 
the healing of the nations.’ In our day we long to see the nations healed. 
That will happen eventually, and it will flow from an empty tomb in a 
garden. 
 
Mark 
 
 

View from unmetalled road on Four Elms Hill 
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What’s on & Where – Regular Weekly Activities 
 
Monday 

  

9.00 – 10.00 am Tea & Toast (term time) The Meeting Place 
10.30 – 11.30 am Ballet for Adults NP Village Hall 

• 2.00 pm Tennis Club Members NP Tennis Courts 
6.30 – 7.30 pm Zumba NP Village Hall 
Tuesday   

10.00 – Noon Poppleford Artists NP Pavilion 
• 2.00 pm Arts and Crafts Group Colaton Raleigh Hall 
• 7.00 pm Bowling Club NP Village Hall 

Wednesday   

• 9.30 am Popples Playgroup (term 
time) 

NP Pavilion 

9.15 or 9.40 am Wednesday Wanderers Church Green 
10.30 – 11.30 am Dance Exercise & Keep Fit NP Village Hall 
2.30 – 4.30 pm Community Larder The Meeting Place 
7.00 – 9.00 pm Table Tennis Club NP Pavilion 
Thursday   

• 7.00 pm Tennis Club NP Tennis Courts 
• 7.00 pm Whist Drive NP Village Hall 

Friday   

10.00 am – 12.30 American Square Dancing NP Village Hall 
Saturday   

9.00 am – 12.00 Community Cafe NP Pavilion 
Sunday   

 Sunday Worship All three Churches 
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Church Services 
Services St Luke’s 

Newton 
Poppleford 

St Gregory the 
Great  
Harpford (BCP) 

St John the 
Baptist - Colaton 
Raleigh 

2nd April 
Maundy 
Thursday 

7.30pm Maundy 
Holy 
Communion 

 
- 

 
- 

3rd April 
Good 
Friday 

2.00pm Good 
Friday 
Reflection 

 
- 

 
- 

5th April 10.00am Holy 
Communion 

6.30pm Easter 
Service 

10.00am Holy 
Communion 

12th April 10.00am Café 
Church 

- 9.30am Holy 
Communion 

19th April 9.30am Online 6.30pm Holy 
Communion 

9.30am Online 

26th April 11.00am Holy 
Communion 

- 11.00am Morning 
Worship 

3rd May 10.00am Holy 
Communion 

6.30pm 
Evensong 

9.30am Online 

10th May 10.00am Café 
Church 

- 9.30am Holy 
Communion 

14th May 
Ascension 
(Thursday) 

11.00am Holy 
Communion 

- - 

17th May 9.30am Online 6.30pm Holy 
Communion 

9.30am Online 

24th May 11.00am Holy 
Communion 

- 11.00am Morning 
Worship 

31st May - - - 

The online services are held on ‘Zoom’ and are open for all; anyone is 
welcome. ID 899 4358 5754, pass 863914 – or see the website for the link. 
Further online services are also available in the week. 
 
All three churches are open for private prayer every day, nominal 9 - 5. 
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Month Diary – April  
Wednesday 1st   Wednesday Wanderers meet 09.30am 

Community Larder, 2.30 pm, The Meeting Place 
Thursday 2nd   Maundy Thursday  
Friday 3rd  Good Friday 
Sunday 5th  Easter Day 
Wednesday 8th   Wednesday Wanderers meet 09.40am  

Community Larder, 2.30 pm, The  Meeting Place 
 Probus 11.00am Pavilion 
Thursday   NP Garden Club, 12.00 pm 
Sunday   Second Sunday of Easter 
Monday 13th  Care 4 a Cuppa, 2.00 pm, The Meeting Place 
 NP History Group 
Wednesday 15th   Wednesday Wanderers meet 09.00am 

Community Larder, 2.30 pm, The Meeting Place 
Sunday  Third Sunday of Easter 
Monday 20th   Tea & Toast, 09.00am, The Meeting Place 
Wednesday 22nd   Wednesday Wanderers meet 09.45am 

Community Larder, 2.30 pm, The Meeting Place  
Sunday   Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Monday 27th  Tea & Toast, 09.00am, The Meeting Place 
 Care 4 a Cuppa, 2.00 pm, The Meeting Place 
Wednesday 29th  Wednesday Wanderers meet 09.00am 

Community Larder, 2.30 pm, The Meeting Place 
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Month Diary – May 

Sunday  Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Wednesday 6th  Wednesday Wanderers meet 09.30am 

Community Larder, 2.30 pm, The Meeting Place 
Monday 11th   Care 4 a Cuppa, 2.00 pm, The Meeting Place 
 NP History Group 

Tea & Toast, 09.00am, The Meeting Place 
Wednesday 13th  Wednesday Wanderers meet 09.40am 
 Community Larder, 2.30 pm, The Meeting Place 
 Probus 11.00am Pavilion 
Thursday 14th  Ascension Day 
Friday 15th   **Last day for Parish Magazine items, please ** 
Sunday 17th  Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Monday 18th   Tea & Toast, 09.00am, The Meeting Place 
Wednesday 20th  Wednesday Wanderers meet 09.00am 

Community Larder, 2.30 pm, The Meeting Place 
Sunday 24th  Pentecost (Whit Sunday) 
Monday 25th   Care 4 a Cuppa, 2.00 pm, The Meeting Place 
Wednesday 27th  Wednesday Wanderers meet 09.00am 
 Community Larder, 2.30 pm, The Meeting Place 
Sunday 31st  Trinity Sunday 

 
 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

What is PROBUS?  

Probus clubs were set up for retired PROfessional and BUSiness men to 
meet and socialise. Probus has tended to be a bit stuffy, but NOT at Newton 
Poppleford: we have changed our constitution to allow mixed membership 
and we are very informal, only dressing up to go out to lunch, usually three 
times each year. We also have occasional outings to places of interest. 
There is a modest subscription to cover our speakers’ expenses, but if you 
are interested you are welcome to come as a guest at The Pavilion on the 
second Wednesday of the month at 11.00 am. Please see the separate 
write up for more information. 
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Points of Contact  

Here are some useful telephone numbers and email addresses, if you 
want to know more about local organisations. 

Brownies Nicola Rose 01395 222549 
07928 209980 

Care 4 a Cuppa June Smith 01395 562994 
Cemetery, NP Parish Council Clerk 07393 572608 
Climate Change 
Group 

Rosemary Walker 
Gill Cameron-Webb 

01395 567108 
01395 568928 

Colaton Raleigh 
Focus group 

Gill Townshend 01395 567460 

Colaton Raleigh 
Lunch Club 

(vacancy)  

Colaton Raleigh 
Parish Council 

Clerk: Harriet Pipkin 07966 768832 

Colaton Raleigh 
Players 

Claire Blackwell 07775 921063 

Community Larder   Julie Murphy   07876 030242 
Cricket Club Matthew Raistrick 01395 567962 
Dance Exercise 
Keep Fit classes 

Sally Sinclair 07837 570011 

Dance, American 
Square 

Janet Boulton   01297 33019 
 

District Councillor Chris Burhop   07741 646266 
 chris.burhop@eastdevon.gov.uk  
Footpaths, NP Ted Swan 01395 904471 
Footpaths, CR Ed Suttie   01395 567046 
FORCE 
Cancer Charity 

Fiona Gunn 01395 567077 

Funerals  
St Luke's, NP 

Sandra Duffin   01395 567665 

Garden Club Sue Burge    01395 568711 
Hospiscare Exeter Office   01392 688020 
Little Popples Kelly Downs    
pre-school   kellyd@newton-poppleford.devon.sch.uk 

mailto:chris.burhop@eastdevon.gov.uk
mailto:kellyd@newton-poppleford.devon.sch.uk
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Member of  Richard Foorde  
Parliament RichardFoordeMP@parliament.uk 
National Trust 
Sidmouth Group 

Philip Stanbury ntsidmouth@gmail.com  

NP History Group Terry Gregory 01395 568848 
NP Primary School Office / Reception   01395 568300 
Otter Valley 
Association 

Newton Poppleford 
rep Ted Swan 

07848 852463 

Parish Council 
NP & Harpford 

Parish Council Clerk 07393 572608 

Parish Magazine  Editorial Group ParishMagʣʣ@gmail.com  
Pavilion – Bookings Mrs Susan Tribble   01395 567935 
Playing Field 
Foundation 

Mrs Susan Tribble   01395 567935 

Prayer Matters Audrey Callis 01395 568742 
Probus Club Haylor Lass   01395 568786 
Riverside Players Tricia Barclay   01395 568897 
Royal British Legion Area Organiser 

Peter Eagles   
01395 516060 

Short Mat Bowls, 
Newton Poppleford 

Paul Kinson    01395 568577 

Table / Tennis Club Steve Filer   07958 033882 
Tea & Toast Fiona Gunn 01395 567077 
Village Hall 
Bookings, CR 

crhallbookings@gmail
.com  

07967 520679 

Village Hall 
Bookings, Harpford 

Sue Jeffries 07762 721801 

Village Hall 
Bookings, NP 

Jackie Barnard 
Trevor Vincent 

07813 047646 
07977 809734 

Wednesday 
Wanderers 

Caroline Gregory   01395 568848 

Whist Drives, NP Maureen Cook    01395 568348 
Yoga Helen Goodman-

Payne 
01395 568071 

Young Church Rosemary Pavitt 07542 194300 
 

mailto:RichardFoordeMP@parliament.uk
mailto:ntsidmouth@gmail.com
mailto:ParishMag00@gmail.com
mailto:crhallbookings@gmail.com
mailto:crhallbookings@gmail.com
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East Devon District Councillor’s Report 
Flooding 

Once again the parish has been affected by flooding, most recently in 
January. Unlike in May 2023 when the flooding was associated with Back 
Brook being inundated and run off from farmers' fields from a "freak" storm 
event, this time we had fluvial, or river flooding, where the River Otter broke 
its banks. Of course we had endured the most persistent period of rainfall 
that many could remember, with some rain reportedly falling every day for 
47 consecutive days and, put simply, the volume overwhelmed the rivers 
in the area. We had one property in the village seriously flooded and this 
was of course a tragedy for the owner, but it is a relief that no one was hurt 
at all. EDDC were able to liaise with the affected owner and offer some 
advice and assistance, however their journey to restore the property will 
naturally be a long one. 

As flood warnings were going out I visited some of the areas that had been 
flooded in 2023. The people I spoke to said that, although they were 
understandably concerned, it appeared that the multiple actions that had 
been undertaken by the authorities after the 2023 floods had had some 
effect. For instance, there was much less run-off from the farmland above 
Burrow Lane, the new water culvert in Venn Ottery seemed to do its job, 
and Back Brook appeared to cope, although people living next to the brook 
did put up some of their storm defences on occasion. 

South West Water 

I mentioned in my article last time that I was increasingly concerned about 
the semi-permanent closure of Venn Ottery Road at the junction with the 
A3052 at the Tolle House. SWW finally lifted the closure after some 
pressure, however it is clear that, at the time of writing, there continue to 
be numerous water leaks on that stretch of road, so unfortunately I'm sure 
SWW will be back very soon. I raised with SWW the question of Venn Ottery 
Road's main needing replacement but they maintain that it is not yet in 
their capital plan and therefore they will continue to patch as and when we 
get a burst. 



 
 Apr / May 2026                                15                           Parish Magazine NP, H, & CR 

This is unacceptable and I will keep pushing for a replacement to be put in 
the plan as soon as possible. 

Incidentally, if you haven't had a chance to watch the excellent short series 
on Channel 4 called "Dirty Business" I thoroughly recommend you do, 
although perhaps not whilst you are eating your dinner. In my opinion it 
serves as an excellent exposé of the terrible practices of the water industry 
over the past 35 years or so since privatisation. We CANNOT continue to 
have raw sewerage being dumped into our beautiful rivers and oceans. It is 
a national disgrace. 

Other Road Closures 

The road closure mentioned above became even more pressing when 
storms in January washed away sections of the Bowd to Ottery road and 
the Northmostown road, making access to Venn Ottery and Tipton very 
difficult indeed. The Bowd road has subsequently been assessed and an 
engineering solution has been commissioned to repair the road in two 
places, which will not be completed until late May / early June. Aside from 
the inconvenience, this is having a terrible effect on residents of Tipton and 
Harpford in particular, as traffic, including HGVs, try to find an alternative 
‘quick’ route to the 
A3052, rather than 
following the 
designated diversion. I 
have had numerous 
reports of speeding 
traffic and gridlocked 
lanes. Whilst I would of 
course recommend 
that people avoid the 
area unless necessary, I 
am also aware of the 
impact that this can have on small businesses in those areas too. There is, 
unfortunately, no easy solution. If you are using those lanes then I implore 
you to drive slowly and carefully and expect to meet pedestrian, 
equestrian, and vehicular traffic around every corner. 
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In the case of Northmostown, this coincided with the road between 
Otterton and Pinn Hill near Sidmouth also being shut for a while, meaning 
that Northmostown residents were nearly cut off for several weeks. At least 
the road to Sidmouth has subsequently reopened. However, at the time of 
writing, there is still no date yet for a fix to the damaged road. 
Northmostown residents have put together a Northmostown Action Group, 
or NAG, to drive action forward and I will be attending their next meeting 
planned for 30th March. We need to get plans in place for the road to be 
reopened. 

Footbridges 

The footbridge across the River Otter at Dotton has been closed for many 
months now as the ground around the footings has been eroded by the 
river. After seemingly endless inactivity there appears to be consensus 
between the parties involved, being Clinton Devon Estates, Devon County 
Council (DCC), and the Environment Agency (EA) that the bridge should be 
replaced and relocated near to the existing EA monitoring station, about 
75m downstream. At least at this point the river banks are reinforced 
already, so future erosion should not occur. 

Unfortunately this solution will not be quick and the most recent estimate 
I have heard is that it will be replaced in the Summer of 2027. 

DCC also plan to replace the red bridge between Newton Poppleford and 
Harpford, at last. I am told that a planning application is expected to be 
submitted for this in the spring. 

Audit 

I won't dwell on this too much but EDDC have had their audit completed 
for the first time in four years. This is vital as it anchors in the confirmed 
financial balances for the next audit (to 31st March 2026!). Therefore, this 
year's audit should be simpler, quicker, and hopefully finally result in a 
clean bill of heath. 
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Potholes 

Although this is a DCC, not EDDC, responsibility, I am not immune to the 
effects of the terrible state of the roads in the area. I had two nearly-new 
tyres replaced at a recent MOT because of damage, presumably from 
potholes. I was encouraged that DCC seem to be cracking on with repairs, 
as many of the worst potholes in the parish have been filled, albeit 
temporarily, and DCC did take the opportunity whilst Four Elms Hill was 
closed nightly for five weeks for drainage works to undertake repairs to the 
carriageway - some joined up thinking... 

Crossings in the Village 

An update on the status of the crossing in the village and the possibility of 
a new crossing will be discussed at the next Highways and Traffic Orders 
Committee (HATOC) for East Devon on 20th March - unfortunately just too 
late for the deadline for this article. I have included on that agenda the 
timings of the crossing, as I have had another report of the lights changing 
before pedestrians - this time a parent with a toddler - have got to the other 
side. I'll report on that in the next magazine. 

Village Clean Up 

It's time for a spring clean again! Please do your bit for the village by keeping 
your own gardens neat and tidy and clearing your own frontage to the road 
as applicable - if it is safe to do so, of course. If everyone does a little bit 
then it will make a real difference. 

Chris Burhop 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

 
A boy was praying for a bicycle, and the vicar told him to persevere, as 

prayer could do anything. The following week, when the boy arrived 
for church on a bicycle, the vicar assured him that his prayers had 

been heard. The boy looked embarrassed. "Actually, I stole the bike, 
and now I'm here to pray for forgiveness". 
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Community Larder 
Hello from Julie, Jill, Sandra, and Jackie from the Community Larder. Our 
Larder was set up to raise awareness of how people think about food waste 
and to try to do something about it. Although we are a small cog in a large 
wheel, together we are doing our bit locally to save good food from being 
wasted. Everyone who comes to the Larder can take up to 8 items of food 
as well as enjoying our café atmosphere with a cuppa and a slice of 
homemade cake. 

Not everyone knows that the Larder must pay for our 100kg weekly food 
allocation to be delivered to us. Therefore, not only are we very grateful for 
your generous donations each 
week but we are also raising 
money ourselves. 

In February we hosted a delicious 
Valentine’s Cream Tea at the 
Meeting Place, which was enjoyed 
by all who attended. In March, Jill 
organised a Sponsored 
Swimathon at Sidmouth 
Swimming Pool. It was a great 
success with Maureen, Sue, 
Emma, Jackie, and Jill completing 
the challenge brilliantly with 61 
lengths of the pool achieved in 50 minutes. Our amazing swimmers, with a 
combined age of 355, raised the sum of £675! Well done ladies, and a big 
“Thank You” from all of us at the Larder. Raising this money will ensure that 
the Community Larder continues into 2027, so a huge “Thank You” to 
everyone who sponsored us! 

If you are new to the Larder, we are open every Wednesday afternoon from 
2.30pm to 4.30pm at The Meeting Place, St Luke’s Church, High Street, 
Newton Poppleford. We look forward to seeing you soon! 
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Tennis Club 
I have just learned that one of our honorary members, Neil Lindup, who I 
played tennis with for many years, has died aged just under 92. At the 
funeral another honorary member, Margaret Tyler, attended and through 
Robert Hicks, who attended as our representative, wished the members of 
our Club well and wanted to be remembered to anyone who remembers 
her. I can certainly remember playing against her as well as Neil, who were 
both good players. 
 
Unfortunately we did not manage to hold the roving supper we had planned 
for January. However, we did have a wonderful Christmas Dinner at the 
Cannon Inn and they did us proud. Everybody enjoyed the good food, and 
we all had a great time. 
 
The AGM is already booked at the Cannon for Tuesday April 28th 2026, 
starting at 7pm. We really do want as many members as possible to attend. 
I promise you there is to be a lot of discussion on the Club and in what 
direction we should be heading. We will also need a new Treasurer as I only 
agreed to take it on until the AGM. We also need a Social Secretary. If 
anybody is interested in joining the Committee but is unsure, you can 
always ring our Chairman, Steve Filer (07958 033882), or myself. 
 
Due to the horrendous weather in January and February and a string of 
injuries, we had to call off the winter tournament in spite of the fact that 
most 2nd round matches had been played. The weather this winter has been 
the worst I remember. The last time I played tennis was on December 31st 
and I am writing this article on February 11th. 
 
There is a WhatsApp system to find out who is playing on Thursday evening 
club nights, so we can be sure of a game. There is nothing worse than 
arriving at the courts only to find just two other players turn up. If you can 
make it on a Thursday evening at 7pm, please come along: you get to play 
many different people, all with varying standards of play. If you want to be 
part of this WhatsApp group, let me know and I will add your mobile phone 
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number. There is also a separate WhatsApp group for Monday and 
Wednesday afternoons and increasingly on Fridays. Let me know if you 
want to be part of this group. It tends to be veterans but is not restricted to 
an age. It is just fun play, but if you want to play more serious tennis contact 
our Club Captain, Rosemary Sparkes (07811 504943) and she will help you 
get into League Tennis. The Winter League has already started, so if you 
want to be part of the Newton Poppleford Tennis Club Winter League team 
get a move on! 
 
If you have not played in a while or for even a few decades and you just want 
to have a knock around to see if those skills from your past ‘mis-spent’ 
youth are still there, give me a ring, and we can have a few rallies. I can even 
provide a racket in case you cannot find yours. 
 
If anyone needs tennis balls, we have a stock of Dunlop 4-ball tubes 
available at near the cost to the club for £8. Just call or text Steve Filer 
(07958 033882).       

• David Zirker (07802 755411, d.zirker@btinternet.com) 
 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:d.zirker@btinternet.com
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Colaton Raleigh News  

Village Teas  

Village teas in Colaton Raleigh Village Hall every 2nd Friday in the month 
2.30 – 4.30 pm in the winter, 2.30 – 5.00 pm in the summer.  

Next: Friday 10th April and Friday 8th May 2026 
 

⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧ 

Flower, Vegetable and Produce Show 

Colaton Raleigh Flower, Vegetable and Produce Show will this year be 
held on Saturday 11th July.  Further details to follow nearer the time. 
 

⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧ 

Colaton Raleigh Parish Council APM 

The Colaton Raleigh Annual Parish Meeting will be 20th April 2026 at 19:30 

 
⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧ 

St. John the Baptist Church: Notice of Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting 

Thursday 23rd April 2026 

 7.30pm in the Village Hall 

All welcome 
 

⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧ 
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Easter Decorating  

We will be decorating the church on Saturday 3rd April at 10 am. It is 
always such a joy to bring Spring into the bare Lenten church to give joy 
for Easter. 

If you would care to join us, do come along. Nothing we 
do is complicated! 

Vases of greenery and spring flowers. If you wish to know more, phone Gill 
01395 567460 

⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧ 
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RSPB Aylesbeare Common 
It’s been a wet few months on Aylesbeare Common 
and over the last month Sam & Judit, our residential volunteers, have been 
learning how we’re helping to mitigate the impacts of our changing climate 
– read on to find out more... 

It probably hasn’t escaped anyone’s attention that the last few months 
have been incredibly wet – it seems as though every other day a weather 
warning of rain is issued, and the local roads might be better off navigated 
in a kayak. Unfortunately, this is all part of a pattern of increased intense 
rainfall that we’ll see more often in the coming years, so we’re going to have 
to adapt and put in measures to help reduce the devastating effects this 
can have on our homes, roads, and landscape. 

One small way in which we’re hoping to make a difference is through 
increased use of natural flood management (NFM) techniques, effectively 
reducing the flow of the water coming off the reserve and into our streams, 
storing more water where possible in ponds and wet areas, and slowing 
down the flow within the streams that run through our land. 

You may have noticed some of this when walking along the stream on 
Harpford Common, where we’ve worked with Devon Wildlife Trust, who 
have installed a series of ‘leaky dams’ - woody debris laid across the water 
and pegged down to simulate fallen trees across waterways. They’re leaky, 
so they still let water and fish through, but push water out across the 
section of woodland to 
help store water in the 
landscape, trap debris 
and sediments, and 
create a wet woodland 
habitat, which is fantastic 
for wildlife (of course this 
is all the kind of thing that 
beavers do naturally). 
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We’re also working to help reduce the amount of water coming off the 
common at once, by adding tied bundles of birch into the various runnels 
and gullies across the landscape. They slow the flow and spread the water 
throughout the heathland (and are great fun to make!). We joined our 
regular volunteers, who donned billhooks and twine, and turned a by-

product from our normal scrub 
clearance of birch trees into a useful tool 
to help reduce that run-off. 

It’s all part of a partnership scheme 
(Climate Resilient Otter Catchment), 
working with other landowners to install 
more of these NFM techniques across 
the area, reducing the force of water that 
will eventually reach the main River 
Otter, and helping to reduce the impacts 
downstream in areas that are impacted 
by flooding. 

With Spring on its way, the ground 
nesting birds across our reserves will start breeding, so here’s a little 
reminder to keep your dog on the lead from the 1st March to 31st July when 
walking out on RSPB sites to help protect them. 

Also a note on Fire Beacon Hill above Sidmouth, which is now being grazed 
by cows with ‘NoFence’ collars again. Please keep you dogs close by and 
avoid interaction with the cows, to prevent any issues with them escaping 
the invisible fence. There are no fences on Fire Beacon Hill so it is 
particularly important to try not to scare the cows (who are also all in calf). 

The other RSPB sites with open access are Aylesbeare and Harpford 
Commons, Venn Ottery Common, Manor Common, and Withycombe 
Raleigh Common (over the road from Bystock Pools).  

Thank you. 

 

⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧⧫⬧ 
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Why We Should Be Like Donkeys 

Are you a pet-lover? Many people own a dog, a cat or a budgie, but most of 
us don’t own a donkey! Yet in Bible times, donkeys were essential to daily 
life. They did everything from helping to grind corn, to ploughing, to carrying 
people, to transporting their belongings.  Despite their small frame, 
donkeys are surprisingly tough. They are content with poor fodder like 
thistles and can travel an average of 20 miles a day. 

There are two occasions in the Christian calendar where donkeys walk into 
the picture. At Christmas, Mary travelled the 100 miles from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem on a donkey. And although a donkey doesn’t get a specific 
mention in the manger story, that same one that transported her was 
probably there at the birth; where else would it have been?   

On Palm Sunday Jesus entered Jerusalem riding on a donkey. Jesus 
deliberately chose this animal rather than a horse. Why?  In Bible times, the 
horse was associated with war, conquest and worldly might. But the 
donkey was a symbol of peace and humility. Jesus used this animal to show 
that He had come with the dignity of the King of peace. His entry into the 
Holy City also fulfilled Zechariah’s prophecy concerning the Messiah.  

Donkeys are hardworking and undemanding. They wait for their master to 
put them to the work they have chosen for them. And, remarkably, each 
one bears the mark of the Cross on their backs! 

• Lester Amann 

 

 

Two donkeys were walking the streets of Jerusalem. One said: “Just a 
few days ago I came down that hill carrying Jesus, and the people 
were all singing and shouting and throwing down their cloaks and 
palms for me to walk on. But today they don’t even recognise me.” 

The other donkey replied: “That is how it is, my friend. Without Jesus, 
none of us amounts to much.” 
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St. Joseph the Carpenter 

Many people know Joseph as the father of Jesus, but beyond that we know 
very little about him. Even if he wasn’t what we call the ‘biological’ father, it 
was important to them that he was a distant descendant of the great King 
David - a necessary qualification for the Messiah.  

Joseph had a dream in which he was told by ‘an angel of the Lord’ not to 
hesitate to take Mary as his wife, because the child conceived in her was 
‘from the Holy Spirit’, and that the baby was to be named ‘Jesus’ 
(‘saviour’) because He will ‘save His people from their sins’. On waking, 
Joseph did as he had been instructed and took Mary as his wife. 

It’s obvious that Joseph (usually described as a ‘carpenter’) was not 
wealthy, because he was allowed to offer the poor man’s sacrifice of two 
pigeons or turtle doves at the presentation of his infant son. No one 
expected eloquence or wisdom from this man’s son. Jesus was born into 
an unremarkable family, with a doubtless hard-working artisan as His 
father. There would have been few luxuries in that little home at Nazareth. 

So far as Joseph himself is concerned, we can be relatively sure of a few 
things. In human, legal terms he was the father of Jesus, he was a 
carpenter, and he had probably died before Jesus began his public 
ministry, as Mary travels with Jesus. The little we are told suggests a devout, 
decent, and sensitive man, one who shared Mary’s anxiety when the 12-
year-old Jesus went missing in Jerusalem, and who presumably taught his 
son the trade of a carpenter.  

Joseph has become an icon of the working man - there are many churches 
nowadays dedicated to ‘Joseph the Worker.’ He can stand in the calendar 
of saints (St. Joseph’s day is 19th March) for the ’ordinary’ person, a straight-
forward craftsman who never expected or chose to be in the spotlight of 
history. He did what he could, and he was obedient to everything that he 
believed God required of him. To do the ‘ordinary’ thing well, to be kind, 
caring and open to guidance: these are great gifts, and Joseph seems to 
have had them in abundance. 
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Clinton Devon Estates 
With spring finally here, the days are getting 
longer and soil temperatures creeping up 
signalling the start of the growing season. So, 
it’s a good time for a seasonal round-up from 
some of the teams at Clinton Devon Estates. 

Farming  

As soil temperatures rise and ground conditions improve, the farm team 
can begin feeding the grass and cereal crops with fertilisers and cattle 
slurry to encourage early growth. They are also preparing to turn dairy cattle 
and youngstock out to pasture after being housed over winter. Although, 
this year additional work will be required beforehand in the Otter floodplain 
to repair fences and clear debris caused by flooding from Storm Chandra. 

The change in season also signals a shift in routine for the farm team; with 
winter routines behind them they’ll return to working more frequently out 
on the land. Between now and mid-May, they will drill spring barley and 
maize, as well as prepare for the first grass silage harvest. 

Forestry 

80,000 trees have been planted this winter across all three Estates. In East 
Devon, forestry harvesting has finished at Wheathill Plantation and waiting 
for drier ground conditions to thin Corsican pine in the woods at Dalditch. 

Thankfully the storms posed few issues for the woodland team and their 
crops. Damage was minimal with only a few individual losses. 

The seasonal shift for the team means planting gives way to weeding to 
support the growing crop. It means long days with a brush-cutter to help 
keep the weeds under control until the trees are tall enough to outcompete 
the brambles. 
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Conservation 

At the end of March, the team submitted plans for the ‘Heaths to Sea 
Landscape Recovery’ programme to DEFRA. The planning stage has taken 
a huge amount of work over many months to scope an ambitious 20-year 
initiative ensuring the lower Otter landscape can produce food, timber and 
be nature rich and resilient to climate change. 

The team caring for the estuary and heathland reserves have completed 
their winter work ahead of the bird breeding season. Removing scrubby 
trees and mowing fire breaks is needed to keep the heathland open, 
supporting the rare birds and other wildlife that raise their young among the 
low vegetation. Fly tipping has been unusually frequent, and we thank local 
people for reports of any suspicious behaviour or dumping, as this helps 
us respond quickly. 

Ranger Apprentice, Ned, has also worked with the engagement team to 
design a new trail for visitors to learn more about the heaths. Starting from 
the car parks at Four Firs, Model Airfield, or Woodbury Castle, this circular 
walk will highlight key information Ned thinks everyone should know about 
heathland. Look out for it from the end of the month! 

Rolle Estate Office:  

01395 443881 mail@clintondevon.com  www.clintondevon.com  

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

Who’d be a Parent? 
 

Constant nagging didn't seem to provide any relief from having to 
clean up the bathroom after each of my three teenage children. After I 
cleaned it one day, I resorted to posting a sign that read: "Please leave 

the bathroom as you found it." 
 

I noticed the bathroom was in the usual mess after my son used it, so I 
called, "Brian, how did you find the bathroom?" After a brief pause, he 

replied, "Straight down the hall, first door on the right." 
 

mailto:mail@clintondevon.com
http://www.clintondevon.com/
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Wednesday Wanderers 
APRIL 2026 

1st April: Short walk. Meet 09.30am for the 157 bus at 09.43am to Long Park, 
The Byes, Connaught Gardens, coffee, bus back. 

8th April: Meet 09.40am for the 9 bus at  09.52am to Joney Cross, 
Woolcombes, Outer Hanger, and back. 

15th April: Meet 09.00am for the 157 bus at 09.15am to Otterton, Brandy 
Head to Granary Lane, and bus back. 

22nd April: Meet 09.45am River to Tipton Mill, back to Golden Lion for coffee 
and back 

29th April: Meet 09.00am for the 157 bus at 09.15am to Knowle Budleigh, 
Castle Lane, Dalditch, to East Budleigh, coffee, and bus back. 

MAY 2026 

6th May: Short walk. Meet 09.30am for 157 bus at 09.43am to Triangle, 899 
bus to Branscombe Sea Shanty, take picnic, 02.15pm bus back. 

13th May: Meet 09.40am for 9 bus at 09.52am to Halfway House, common 
and ponds, Hunger Hill, and back. 

20th May: Meet at 09.00am for 157 bus at 09.15am to East Budleigh, River, 
Obelisk, East Budleigh, coffee, and bus back. 

27th May: Meet 09.00am River walk to Ottery St. Mary, coffee, bus 382 at  
12.15pm back. 
 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

 
"Just cleared out some space in the freezer" sounds so much more 

productive than "I just polished off another pint of ice cream." 
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Get Moving on Mondays! 
Looking for a fun and friendly way to stay active?  

Join our weekly exercise class at Otterton Village Hall! 
Every Monday evening from 6.15 to 7.15 pm.  

Whether you’re a complete beginner or looking to build on your fitness, 
our sessions are designed to suit all abilities and ages. 

• Varied routines to keep things fresh and engaging 
• Welcoming community atmosphere 

• All fitness levels welcome 
No need to book – just bring yourself, a bottle of water, a mat for toning 

exercises, and plenty of enthusiasm! 
Start your week on the right foot. See you there! 

Contact Steph on 07583 988916 for further information 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 
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Otter Vale Association – Walks Programme 
Thursday 9th April, 10am - 5.6 miles - about 3 hours 
“Stowford and the Edge of the Commons” 
Meet: Church Road, Colaton Raleigh - roadside by Parish Church 
OS 115 SY 082872; what3words ///landlady.mixed.gifted 
A walk to the edge of the Commons via Stowford with a coffee stop en 
route. 
Walk leader: Sarah 07706 078143 

Tuesday 14th April, 10:00am – 5 miles - 2.5 hours 
“A Stroll in the Neighbouring Sid Valley” 
Meet: Harcombe Lane, Sidford, roadside parking at the east end. 
OS 115, SY140900; what3words ///settle.play.chairs 
We walk up Buckton Hill, pausing halfway up to enjoy the view. We then 
join the East Devon Way on a flat stretch before dropping down to Lower 
Sweetcombe Farm. The return is through a mixture of woods and sloping 
fields with views of the valley. We work our way along a muddy track and a 
tarmac road passing Knowle House and Boswell Farm. 
Walk Leader: Doug Ralph 01395 577891 

Thursday 23rd April, 10.00 am - 6.5 miles - 3.5 hours 
“Ever Walked on a Swan’s Neck?” 
Meet: Greenway Bridge carpark, Halberton, EX16 7AE 
Heading west through the village, the carpark is up a narrow lane on the 
right - look out for a small brown sign labelled ‘Grand Western Canal’. 
OS 114/128 ST 009 132; what3words: ///trams.melts.melts 
This walk is based around the so-called Swan’s Neck section of the Grand 
Western Canal at Halberton. More than half of the route is on flat canal 
towpaths, and the remainder crosses gently undulating countryside on 
quiet lanes and tracks. 
Optional lunch at the Swan’s Neck cafe beside the farm shop in 
Halberton. 
Walk Leader: Jon Roseway 01395 488739/ 07887 936280 
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Thursday 30th April, 10am about 5.5 miles - 3 - 3.5 hours, 
“Shaldon and The Ness” 
Meet: Labrador Bay Nature Reserve car park, Teignmouth Road, Shaldon, 
TQ1 4TP (on the A379)  
OS 110 SX931704; what3words///conquests.jugs.activity  
Modest charge for car park, which may need to be paid by parking app on 
your phone. Walk part of the South West Coast Path then down through 
Shaldon, through Ringmore, and Stokeinteignhead before heading back to 
the car park, which has fabulous views of the coastline. 
This is a moderate walk but with two steep descents and two long 
ascents. 
There will be a coffee stop so bring a flask. Possibility of lunch at the 
Church House Inn at Stokeinteignhead or bring a picnic to eat back at the 
car park at the end of the walk. 
Walk leaders: Paul and Fran Dike 07977 057546 or 07968 155817 or 
landline 01297 20695 

At the moment there are walks booked in May for Thursday 7th, Saturday 
16th and Saturday 30th, but no details are yet published. Visit the website 
ova.org.uk nearer the time and look under ‘events’ for all the details. There 
may be further ‘pop-up walks’ offered during this quarter; these will be 
advertised on the various OVA media – so keep your eyes open. 
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A History of Chocolate 

Chocolate.  Just a mention of the word can trigger off all kinds of emotions:  
craving, greed, passion. Few foods have the ability to get such a hold on 
people.  Here are some of the facts of chocolate: 

Where does chocolate come from? Chocolate is made from the seeds 
of the tropical cacao tree, Theobroma cacao.  The Greek word ‘theobroma’ 
means literally ‘food of the gods’. The Cacao Tree is found in Latin America.  

Who first discovered it? The Aztecs. The cacao beans were used to 
prepare a hot, frothy beverage with stimulant and restorative properties, 
something like hot chocolate. 

Who was (probably) the first chocoholic? The Emperor Montezuma.  
He drank 50 goblets a day of the frothy drink. 

When did chocolate as we know it today begin? Surprisingly, not until 
1879. That year Rodolphe Lindt had the inspired idea of a type of cocoa 
butter. 

At what point does a chocolate lover become a chocoholic? It is 
generally considered to be when a person feels impelled to consume 12 or 
more 60 gram bars of chocolate per week. Chocolate contains its own 
cannabinoid (a chemical that prolongs pleasurable sensations) and when 
you eat chocolate, there is an increased blood flow in areas of the brain 
that are also activated by addictive drugs such as cocaine.  But scientists 
generally agree that occasional over-indulging will cause no long-term 
problems… except perhaps around your waistline! 

How to get the best from your chocolate (although these are 
debatable!): Keep your chocolate cool  (16 – 18 degrees Centigrade) and 
in a dry, airtight place. Don’t put your chocolate in the fridge (if you already 
have, let it warm to room temperature for a couple of hours before you eat 
it). Bring out the full flavour of chocolate by drinking water with it. If you are 
drinking tea or coffee, don’t bother with expensive chocolates – you won’t 
be able to appreciate them properly! 
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NP Garden Club 

The Garden Club held their Annual General Meeting (AGM) at noon on 12th 
February, in the Pavilion. There were 30 members present. 

The meeting began with a statement by the Chair, Sue Burge, reviewing the 
activities of the club during the last year. She also announced that 
Christine Bebbington and Geraldine Swan had resigned from the 
Committee, and expressed her thanks for all the hard work they have done 
over the years. They were each presented with a voucher as a thank you. 

The Treasurer then presented her report for the year, explaining in detail the 
changes that have occurred over the last 12 months, including the issue of 
bank charges, which Lloyds Bank now take, even for simply paying money 
or cheques into the account. 

The following officers have agreed to remain on the committee: 

Haylor Lass as President, Sue Burge (Chair), Rosemary Walker (Treasurer), 
Viv Rands (Secretary), with committee members Heather Anguige and 
Carole Marchant. 

There was a request for at least one more committee member, and for a 
member to provide the write up for the Parish Magazine. 

The AGM was followed, as in previous years, by a most enjoyable lunch, 
which was provided once again by David and Rosemary Zirker. Our grateful 
thanks to them for a delicious meal. 

The meeting next month will be held on 12th March in the Pavilion, and our 
speaker will be Katie Gentle, a garden designer, who will talk about 
‘seasonal colour and interest’. 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

How many words does it take? 

Ten Commandments - 179 words. US Constitution - 7,818 words. 
EU regulations on the sale of cabbages - 26,911 words. 

Lord’s Prayer - 66 words 
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History Group 

Newton Poppleford Carnival 

1978 saw the return of the carnival procession. After 71 years the 
procession was the culmination of a week of events organised at only three 
months’ notice by a small band of people who thought it would be an 
interesting experiment to revive the carnival, which was last held in 1907. 

1978 Carnival Queen: Wendy Bennett 

A total of about twenty floats were expected to enter, but on the night there 
were in fact thirty. Local entries were about 50% of the tableaux. One of the 
most impressive local entries was a float called ‘Winter Wonderland,’ 
created by three Newton Poppleford families. On board were David, 
Stephen, and Sarah Woodley, Andrew and Sarah Tenney, also Andrew and 
Robert Turner. This float won the ‘David Edwards Challenge Cup.’  

Also from Newton Poppleford came ‘Twinning Revolution 1978,’ an entry 
from the village Twinning Association. Since our twin is a French town, the 
float had a Gallic theme: on board there was a French lady; the scene 
depicts a guillotine execution. Others on board were Jane Shapter, Steve 
Phillips, Mrs Taylor, Mrs Sherwood, and Veronique Gransier.  

The Lotus United Football Club from Newton Poppleford presented ‘Jewel 
in an Oasis.’ 

The Riverside Cricket Club used a cricketing theme called ‘Packer Comes 
to Newton Poppleford.’ The Kerry Packer boys were Reg Shapter, Kevin 
Retter, Colin Veal, Graham Vanstone, Kevin Marsh, and Edgar Berry. 

Local branches of The Royal British Legion named their float ‘Lest We 
Forget.’ On board were Paul Curtis, Mark Rodye, Michael Worth,  
Mr F Mutter, Mr D Mutter, Mr Walton, Mrs Howe, Mrs Veal, and  
Mr & Mrs Kingdon. 

Newton Poppleford Brownies presented a circus scene and Newton 
Poppleford Girl Guides presented ‘All Things Bright and Beautiful.’ 
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Newton Poppleford W.I. came with a Christmas card scene. Members: 
Mrs Kathleen Lambourn, Miss Peggy Dumelow, Miss Gladys Lightfoot,  
Miss Elsie Layton, Miss Janet Rutherford, and Margaret Glade. 

Some local ladies who had to stop playing skittles because they allegedly 
did not drink enough got together and called themselves ‘The Thrown Out 
Skittles Team’ and presented a float named ‘Seaside Special.’  
Tony Blackburn not on board, but Lorna and Sue Bastyan, Valerie 
Compton, Beverley Pidgeon, Sue Conway, Ann White, and Jackie Pugsley 
were. 

The Over 60s themed float was ‘The Naughty Nineties Being Naughty’: 
Mrs Dora Grant, Mrs Hazel Rutherford, Betsy Howell, Mrs Mille Parkman, 
Mrs Ada Gigg, Miss Betty Clough, and Mrs Ada Tulley. 

‘Chitty Chitty Bang Bang’ was thanks to The Exeter Inn ‘Popple’ Skittle Club. 
Along for the ride were Geoff Morris, Barry Wood, Peter Davey, John Baker, 
and Arthur Sanders. 

The children of Newton Poppleford Primary School teachers and parents 
had gone to a lot of trouble with their entry called ‘Halloween,’ and it was a 
late night for the Newton Poppleford Playgroup, whose float was called 
‘The Old Woman Who Lived in a Shoe.’  

Village Hall Committee were Smurfs with Rob Webb as Father Abraham, 
also Mrs Valerie Tomsett, Miss Jackie Tomsett, Mrs Beryl Ferns,  
Mrs Muriel Beavis and Mrs Gladys French. 

Walking entries included local families presenting ‘The Magic Roundabout’ 
with Peter & David Cook, Kate Russel and Marcus Cleverton. The Turks 
Delight Skittle Team with Colin Ralls, Vivienne Burns, Pam Tanton, Myrtle 
Preston, June Pearce, Pam Clay, Jean Voysey, and Jane Adey presented 
‘Full of Eastern Promise.’ 

270 people took part in the procession, which is not including all the 
attendants and safety officers. 

The results are available through the History Group. 
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Good Friday - The Thieves on the Cross 

Luke’s account of the crucifixion (Luke 23:32-43) emphasises the mocking 
of the crowd: ‘If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself’ (35, 37,39). In 
their view, a Messiah does not hang on a cross and suffer. In considering 
the two thieves who were crucified with Jesus, we are also confronted with 
the issue of how Jesus secures salvation for us. 

The words of one of those crucified with Jesus reflected the crowd’s taunts: 
‘Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us.’ He highlights the question of 
Jesus’ identity: how can He save others, when He cannot save Himself from 
death? He failed to see that the cross itself was the means of salvation. 

So - what kind of Messiah was Jesus? 

The other criminal’s response in his last moments is a moving expression 
of faith. When challenging the other man, he spoke of the utter injustice of 
the crucifixion: ‘this man has done nothing wrong.’ He perceived the truth 
that Jesus was indeed the Messiah. In a wonderful picture of grace, 
‘remember me when You come into Your kingdom’, the second thief 
confessed his guilt and secured Jesus’ forgiveness and mercy.   

In reply, Jesus promised the man life from the moment of death; ‘Today you 
will be with Me in paradise.’ Jesus used the picture of a walled garden to 
help the man understand His promise of protection and security in God’s 
love and acceptance eternally.  

Each one of us has to choose how we react to Jesus on the cross. Do we 
want Him to ‘remember’ us when He comes into His kingdom, or not? If you 
were to die tonight, how confident would you be of going to be with Jesus? 
‘For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, 
to bring you to God’ (1 Peter 3:18). 

 

 

 
Prayer is asking for rain. Faith is carrying an umbrella. - Anon 
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Hospiscare 100 Miles in May 
The Julie Conway Memorial Challenge 

Do you enjoy keeping active, or need a goal to inspire you to move more, 
while supporting a meaningful cause? Hospiscare has just the challenge! 

This May, take on 100 miles in whatever way suits you – 
walk, run, cycle, roll, row, or swim. Mix it up or stick to your 
favourite activity; the choice is yours.  

You’ll have the whole month to reach your 100-mile target, 
giving you plenty of time to plan your route, rally supporters and start 
fundraising. Everyone is welcome, and every participant will receive:  

• A downloadable mileage tracker  
• Access to the 100 Miles in May Strava Club 
• All the fundraising hints and tips you need  
• A celebratory ‘100 Miles in May’ fridge magnet as a thank you  

Hospiscare provides specialist end-of-life care to more 
than 2,000 people each year across Exeter, central and 
east Devon. Delivering this vital support costs around £10 
million annually, with only 24% funded by the NHS. We 
rely on our community to help fund the rest.  

We simply ask that you aim to raise funds to support compassionate care 
for local people living with a terminal illness.  

Sign up today: at www.hospiscare.co.uk/100miles  

 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

 

Most people want to serve God, but only in an advisory position. – 
Anon 

 

http://www.hospiscare.co.uk/100miles
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NP Probus Club 

We had two very different but equally good presentations in February and 
March. In February Emma Laws, the Librarian at Exeter Cathedral, gave a 
comprehensive account of some of the unique features and treasures 
found in the 975 year old Exeter Cathedral, which tested my knowledge of 
history (1965 “O” Level grade C) and liturgical matters (none at all), and in 
March we learned from Ken McKechnie how to set up a gold fraud.  

Did you know that Exeter Cathedral owes it origins to pirates? In around 
1050 the Pope gave approval to move the seat of the bishopric of Devon 
and Cornwall from Crediton to the walled city of Exeter because it gave 
better protection from piratical raids from the sea. The structure itself is 
perhaps unique. The two Norman towers dating from the early 12th century 
were retained when the Gothic nave was built in the 13th and 14th centuries 
and this gave rise to the longest, at 97 meters, uninterrupted medieval 
stone vaulted ceiling in the world. Also within the cathedral are the 
Bishop’s Throne, made from Devon Oak around 1315, and a set of 50 13th 
century misericords, which, incidentally, depict the oldest known English 
carving of an elephant. Misericords (Latin misericordia - seat) are small 
hinged wooden shelves underneath the choir stalls, which allowed the 
clergy to rest during long standing-prayers. These are the oldest known 
complete set in the UK. Votives (Latin votum - promise) are small candle-
like wax objects left as a dedication to a vow, and Exeter has a very rare, if 
not unique, complete medieval one. 

Perhaps though, it is for three books/artefacts that are part of the 25,000-
book library, started by the first Exeter bishop, Leofric, with 66 hand written 
and bound books, for which the Cathedral is famous.   

• The “Exeter Book” dates from the 10th century and predates the 
cathedral. It is the oldest work of English literature in the world. It is 
an anthology of Old English poetry and riddles; it is on display, but 
you will need to take your Old English Phrase Book with you. As 
Beowulf would say “God wyrd sie eow.” 
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• The “Foundation Charter” of 1050 is the original document 
establishing the cathedral, and is the oldest one in the UK. 

• The “Exon Domesday” is unique. I think everyone is familiar with the 
Norman Domesday Book. What I didn't know is that it is itself a 
compilation of a number of regional surveys. The Exon Domesday is 
the only surviving example of one of these more detailed regional 
reports. 

Finally, there is the beautifully restored sledge flag used by Robert Falcon 
Scott, who hailed from Plymouth, on his first foray to Antartica in 1904. 

Many of these treasures are on display in the brand new Treasures 
Exhibition in the cathedral. I will be there if Spring and better weather ever 
come. 

In March we slipped from the moral high ground of cathedral history into 
the sleaze of fraud. In 1995 a small Canadian mining company called  
Bre-X Minerals reported ever  increasing gold finds in Busang, 
Indonesia. The estimates reached 71 million ounces, some six-times the 
next largest reported find, and were valued at $31 billion (x10 for today’s 
gold price). The company’s shares rose from a few cents to $280 each. It 
was, however, a fraud and when it was discovered the shares fell to 
nothing. Thousands of investors, including major pension funds, lost 
billions of dollars. Ken McKechnie, a geologist who spent most of his career 
in the worldwide mining industry, and who just happened to be involved in 
gold mining in Indonesia at the same time as Bre-X, took us through what 
happened. 

It was only in the very early 20th century that gold was mined. Prior to that it 
was all alluvial gold, recovered from streams and gravel into which it had 
been washed, hence the classic pictures of “panning for gold”. Mining for 
gold is a very, very speculative and expensive venture and comes in three 
phases. Gold comes in granite, so first you need to find some. That is a 
relatively easy task for geologists. Then there is a very comprehensive 
survey and analysis of the rivers, streams, and soils. It is unlikely that gold 
will be discovered but the survey teams will be looking for the minerals  
associated with gold - arsenic, tin, copper, zinc, and nickel.   
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Finally, if concentrations of these minerals are found then lengthy cores are 
drilled out of the granite and sent for analysis specifically looking for traces 
of gold. If the concentration is sufficient, and it could be only a few ounces 
per ton of rock, then exploitation starts. 

So how was the fraud perpetrated? It is normal for the cores to be split in 
two. Half is crushed and sent for analysis and half kept “for the record.” The 
chief geologist for Bre-X, one Michael de Guzman, had the whole core 
crushed on the grounds it provided more reliable results, but then he 
“seeded” the samples with alluvial gold and even, it is alleged, with gold 
jewellery. Not surprisingly therefore, the results came back with huge 
estimates for the gold contained within the granite. 

What went wrong? The Indonesian government forced  Bre-X into a 
partnership and one of the partners was the US-based mining company 
Freeport-McMoRan, who, as part of their due diligence, drilled their own 
sample cores. They did not find any significant gold at all and the whole 
house of cards came crashing down. 

The aftermath was rather unsatisfactory. De Guzman allegedly fell to his 
death from a helicopter into the jungle, and although the CEO and the VP 
Head of Exploration (de Guzman’s boss) at Bre-X were thoroughly 
investigated and the VP  was charged with insider trading, neither were 
found guilty of anything. The whole thing is perhaps best summed up by 
Mark Twain who said: “A mine is a hole in the ground with a liar at the top.” 

If you are interested, the story inspired the 2016 film “Gold” and there is a 
BBC podcast as well. Ken gave up his mining activities in 2006 but has 
written several novels with a mining theme, which you can find via Google. 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

 
Going to church doesn't make you a Christian any more than standing 

in a garage makes you a car. - Anon 
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The ‘Other’ Mary 

As you hear the traditional Easter story again this month, you may notice 
that there is one name that frequently occurs. It is that of the ‘other’ Mary – 
not the mother of Jesus, but Mary Magdalene, who stood by her at the cross 
and became the first person to actually meet the risen Christ.   

That’s quite a record for a woman who, the Gospels tell us, had been 
delivered by Jesus from ‘seven devils’ – New Testament language for some 
dark and horrible affliction of body, mind, or spirit. As a result, her devotion 
to Him was total and her grief at His death overwhelming. 

In church history, Mary Magdalene became the ‘fallen woman’; a harlot 
who was rescued and forgiven by Jesus. But there is no evidence to prove 
she was a ‘fallen woman’, although the contrast is sublime: Mary the virgin 
mother, the symbol of purity and Mary Magdalene, the scarlet woman who 
was saved and forgiven, the symbol of redemption. The two Marys stood 
together at the cross, the Blessed Virgin and the woman rescued from who 
knows what darkness and despair.  

The second great moment for Mary Magdalene was as unexpected as it 
was momentous. She had gone with other women to the tomb of Jesus and 
found it empty. An angelic figure told them that Jesus was not there, He had 
risen – and the others drifted off. But Mary stayed, reluctant to leave it like 
that. She became aware of a man nearby, whom she took to be the 
gardener. She explained to him that the body of ‘her Lord’ had been taken 
away and she didn’t know where to find Him.   

The man simply said her name: ‘Mary’, and she instantly realised it was 
Jesus. She made to hug Him, but He told her not to touch Him because His 
resurrection was not yet complete. She was, however, to go to the disciples 
and tell them she had met Him. She did – but they wouldn’t believe her.  

Her words – ‘I have seen the Lord’ – echo down the centuries, the very 
beating heart of the Christian gospel. 

 

 
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Devon Wildlife Trust 

After a very wet start to the 
year, spring has now 
definitely sprung and you’ve 
seen the snowdrops and 
daffodils, but have you seen 
any frogspawn yet? If we’re 
lucky, we may even see a bit of sunshine as the year goes on. 

The Nuclear Regulatory Review proposes changing habitat regulations so 
that developers don’t have to worry about avoiding harm to nature sites 
when they build nuclear plants. Sir Keir Starmer wants to see this extended 
beyond the building of new nuclear sites and for it to apply to wider 
industrial developments. It also proposes removing a duty on public bodies 
to further the conservation and public access purpose of National Parks 
and National Landscapes, which could include our stunning Dartmoor and 
Exmoor National Parks! This is not policy yet – we have a chance to stand 
up for nature. Email the Secretary of State and your MP today. 

Nature News 

There’s a good reason this fungus is called 
jelly ear! Jelly ear is fairly common in the 
UK and is usually found growing in 
clusters, drooping from dead or dying 
branches. Preferring damp, shady 
conditions, our Mincinglake Valley Park 
woodland provided the ideal habitat for 
this beautifully formed jelly ear. Have you 
seen these before? 

We’ve teamed up with the University of 
Exeter, Met Office and other partners in a 
project led by Exeter City Council to  
improve nature in the city. 
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We’re asking everyone who lives, works in or visits Exeter to tell us what 
nature means to you, your favourite green spaces and waterways, and how 
we can help wildlife thrive in the city. The survey is open for eight weeks, 
and your views will shape a shared plan for a greener, wilder Exeter. You can 
respond on our website. 

Working hard for nature 

Our Beaver team and Working Wetlands team held a brilliant event recently 
bringing key landowners and partners together to explore how we can 
restore rivers in the Upper Otter Valley. This was a fantastic day, full of open 
and honest collaboration, covering topics such funding opportunities, 
biodiversity net gain and management techniques. Learn more about our 
work with landowners to improve wildlife and rivers:  
https://www.devonwildlifetrust.org/working-landowners-and-farmers 
 

 

 

Share The Easter Story – With An Egg  
Out of the 80 million Easter eggs sold in the UK, The Real Easter Egg is the 
only one that has a copy of the Easter story in the box, is made of Fairtrade 
chocolate, and which supports charitable projects. 

There are six types of eggs to choose from. Each Real Easter Egg comes 
with an Easter story in the box, the stories range from simple guides to  
24-page activity book versions. So, buy a 2026 edition Real Easter Egg this 
spring and encourage others to give one to their loved ones, a school, or 
sponsor a food bank donation. 

The 2026 Real Easter Egg will not be available in any supermarkets, but the 
full range can be ordered at www.realeasteregg.co.uk or by calling  
01925 877004.  

 

 

https://www.devonwildlifetrust.org/working-landowners-and-farmers
http://www.realeasteregg.co.uk/
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Church Contacts 
The Vicar is the Reverend Mark Ward:  
01404 814282 revmarkward@btinternet.com  
Please respect Mark’s day off, which is Tuesdays 

During May, June, and July 2026 Mark will be on sabbatical and will not be 
doing any parish work. If, during this time, you need a minister, please 
contact Rev Carys Baker curate@otterystmary.org.uk, 07977 090932 or 
the parish office in Ottery St Mary churchoffice@otterystmary.org.uk, 
01404 814573. 

Church 
Contacts 

St Luke’s 
Newton 
Poppleford 

St Gregory the 
Great  
Harpford 

St John the 
Baptist - Colaton 
Raleigh 

Church-
wardens 

Haylor Lass  
01395 568786 
Chris Lee 
01395 567715 

Brian Bartlett 
01395 568718 

Vacant 

Funerals 
admin 

Sandra Duffin 
01395 567665 

  

Hon. 
Secretary 

Chris Burhop 
01395 568766 

Jane Bartlett 
01395 568718 

Susan Tyrell 
01395 568166 

Hon. 
Treasurer 

Mike Gunn 
01395 567077 

Hendrik Vollers 
01395 568330 

Brian Turnbull 
01395 567339 

Ringers 
Captain 

 John Pearce 
01395 568628 

David Pester 
01395 446043 

Safe-
guarding 

Fiona Gunn 
01395 567077 

Mark Ward 
01404 814282 

Martin Marshall 

Prayer 
Coord. 

Audrey Callis 
01395 568742 

  

 Musical Director 
Ruth Lass 
01395 568786 

Flower Team Org. 
Lorraine Frost 
01395 567521 

Flower Co-ord. 
Gill Townshend 
01395 567460 

 
For  Holy Baptism, Holy Matrimony, Funerals, Sick Communions at all 
three churches, please get in touch with one of the churchwardens, who 
will liaise with the Team clergy. 

mailto:revmarkward@btinternet.com
mailto:curate@otterystmary.org.uk
mailto:churchoffice@otterystmary.org.uk
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Advertise in the Parish Magazine! Contact us at: 

parishmag00@gmail.com 

mailto:parishmag00@gmail.com
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